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© “Don’t look them in the 
eye, juuuust keep smiling.” 
Rachel Weisz hangs out 
with elves at the L.A. 
premiere of Fred Claus. 
PHOTO BY JASON MERRITT/ 


JENNIFER LOPEZ, JOAQUIN PHOENIX, JENNIFER GARNER, ὃ Ec 
j , | | © Just days before 
announcing her pregnancy, 
a rapidly expanding 


Jennifer Lopez appears — 
wearing a full-length gown, 
diva glasses and bling — at 
a charity baseball game in 
Miami. If you don’t think 
that’s funny, the guy on the 
right certainly does. 


PHOTO BY JUAN GARCES/ 
SPLASH-KEYSTONE 


© Canadian Nia Vardalos 
and her Greek co-star 
Alexis Georgoulis tread 
carefully on the set of 

My Life in Ruins. And that’s 
no ordinary set, it’s 
Greece’s Acropolis. In fact, 
the comedy marks the first 
time a foreign film studio 
has been granted permission 
to film at the ancient ruins. 
Vardalos, best known for 
My Big Fat Greek Wedding, 
co-wrote the script and 
plays a tour guide. 


PHOTO BY POLYDOROS ANASTASSELIS/ 
ZUMA-KEYSTONE 


© No one does angst better 
than Joaquin Phoenix. The 
intense actor pitches a milk 
carton on the Brooklyn set 
of Two Lovers. He plays a 
guy torn between two 
women — the one his 
family wants him to marry 
and his fiery neighbour. 
PHOTO BY BOBBY BANK/WIREIMAGE 


© We probably don’t 
have to tell you that’s 
Jennifer Garner’s sister, 
Melissa, beside her. 
They’re attending a special 
screening of Gone Baby 
Gone, which was directed 

, | , by Jennifer’s husband 
ΠῚ Ξ κι πῷὦοὁἘΠἔΠρἔ J a Ben Affleck and stars his 


a | ; | Β" | | brother, Casey. 
= πὶ i - _— κα | j Γ 
= - 7 ἡ 4 PHOTO BY SHANE CONWAY/ 
3 ἵ ᾿ =f a -. sw. “ F SPLASH-KEYSTONE 
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Shorts 


MADE IN 


DENYS ARCAND ON 


Famous Québec editor Mathieu Chantelois reports 


on the Quebec film scene 


fter making films for more than 
three decades, writer and director 
Denys Arcand says he’s doing everything 
the same way he did 30 years ago — 
with one exception. 
“I’ve discovered the joy of power naps! 
On set, | used to be the first one up In 


the morning and the last one to bed. Now 
| really enjoy having 30 minutes to rest in 


my trailer.” 

Arcand is at the Toronto International 
Film Festival just a few minutes before 
the North American premiere of 
L’Age des ténébres — Days of Darkness 
in English — a comedy despite its title. 

The film is the last in Arcand’s trilogy 
that comments on the isolation and 
blandness of modern life. The series 
began with The Decline of the American 
Empire in 1985. The second film, 

The Barbarian Invasions, won the 
Oscar for Best Foreign-Language Film 
in 2004. This last chapter hits 
theatres on December /th and has 
already been chosen as Canada’s 2007 
Oscar submission for Best Foreign- 
Language Film. 

The movie tells the story of Jean-Marc 
(Quebec TV star Marc Labréche), a civil 
servant with a house in suburbia, a boring 
job, a high-powered and unfaithful wife 
and two daughters who won’t even 


Marc Labréchein | 
L’Age des ténébres. 
Inset: mys Arcand 


᾿ ἴῶς-- 


7 τος Ἢ a 


remove their iPods to talk to him. 

The only good things he has are his 
dreams (including one in which 
Diane Kruger visits him in the shower). 
The result is a darker and more cynical 
film than the first two, “because the 
world that | see around me worries me a 
lot,” says Arcand. 

“| made this film thinking it would be 
my second last,” he explains. “But, then 
again, |’ve said that on the set of many of 
my films! For some strange reason, this 
time around the media picked up on it. 
The so-called news of the end of my 
career was everywhere. The truth Is that 
I’m always under the impression that |’m 
done with filmmaking. I’m 66. It takes 
me three to four years to make a film. It’s 
hard to think | will still be making films 
at 70! But |’m here to stay. I’m just 
afraid one day it will hit me and I'll 
become the old man that | really am!” 
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Artifact 


This month's objet 
de film: Blanca 


Vic: Bianca. In fact, for $3,200 you 
can take her home. The silicone star 
of last month’s Lars and the Real Girl went 
on sale at Premiereprops.com in mid- 
October, and as of press time she had yet 
to sell. The movie that made Bianca 
famous stars Ryan Gosling as a socially 
awkward guy who orders a life-sized, 
anatomically correct doll off the internet 
and believes her to be real. His family, and 
his entire town, support his delusion and 
treat Bianca like part of the community. 

In real life, these dolls (called 
RealDolls) go for upwards of $6,500. So 
shouldn’t Bianca’s status as a film star 
increase, rather than decrease, her value? 
“We want to make sure everyone has a 
chance to own a piece of the movie,” says 
Dan Levin, Vice President of Marketing for 
Premiere Props. Levin explains that his 
company works in conjunction with 
several major and independent studios to 
get their props into the hands of the 
public. “It’s really about exposure for the 
film,” he says. —MW 


| 
In 10% of cases genital herpes is transmitted when 


there are no visible signs or symptoms. 


I'm very careful, and | always thought | was doing everything possible to protect my girlfriend from genital 
herpes. But when | learned that | could be contagious even when | don't have symptoms, | was shocked. 


| asked my doctor, and he explained that genital herpes is transmitted through something called viral shedding. 
Too small to be seen, viral shedding can happen anytime, anywhere in the “boxer short” area of my body. 
Thanks to my doctor | now know that | can do more to reduce my risk of passing it on. 


THERE ARE MORE WAYS TO REDUCE THE RISK OF TRANSMITTING 
GENITAL HERPES THAN YOU MAY REALIZE. 
ASK YOUR DOCTOR. 


www.ghWhoKnew.ca 


* Based on a clinical study to determine the risk of spreading genital herpes (GH) in 144 heterosexual couples in which one partner had GH, and the other did not. Couples were followed for a median 
334 days and were counselled to abstain from skin to skin contact in the presence of lesions. Couples were educated on the potential protection offered by condoms during periods when there were 
no visible signs or symptoms. 
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is good at being frank 


ctor David Paetkau wants you to 
know that he worked really, really 
hard making Alien vs. Predator: 


A 


Requiem, and like any fan of the AvP 
series, he hopes it doesn’t suck. 

The 29-year-old B.C. native, best 
known for his role as dead snowboarder 


Beck McKaye on TV’s Whistler, plays the 
obnoxious Dale in this month’s sequel to 
2004’s mash up of two horror franchises — 
Alien and Predator — AvP: Alien vs. 
Predator, which in fact did suck. 

“To be honest, | thought the first movie 
was quite a disappointment,” say Paetkau 
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(it rhymes with “late show”) on the line 
from his home tn L.A. 

“Most fans agree, so this time [directors 
Colin and Greg Strause] really wanted to do 
everything they didn’t do in the first movie, 
which was PG-13. Ever since 300, 
‘restricted’ is back in again and this one is 
restricted, and It’s going back to its roots — 
more like Ridley Scott’s Alien and Aliens — 
with full-on action and where you’re tense 
the whole time.” 

The movie kicks off with a Predator 
scout ship, which has Aliens on board, 
crash-landing in a small Colorado town. 
The two violent species escape and start a 
battle royale that puts the human residents 
right in the middle of the gory action. 
Paetkau’s Dale is the least-liked human in 
town, the movie’s prerequisite jerk. 

“| have to say of all the characters in the 
movie, Dale is the one most people would 
want to see get destroyed by an Alien or a 
Predator,” says Paetkau with a laugh. 

“It’s a lot of fun playing that kinda guy. 
You can act out things you would never 
normally act out, you can be obnoxious, 
totally entitled and arrogant. But the one 
good thing about those kind of people Is 
that even though they are asses, at least 
they’re frank.” 

Although he’s been working steadily 
since he first appeared in the 1998 teen 
flick Disturbing Behavior, and his credit 
list includes appearances in TV shows 
such as Smallville, Stargate SG-1, LAX 
and Justice, Paetkau can’t help but be 
excited about the release of AvP: Requiem, 
his biggest film role to date. But even he 
knows that no performance is safe from 
the cutting room floor. 

“So much is out of your control, they 
might find some storyline needs to be 
shifted or cut. That happened with my first 
big break, the movie Snow Day,” he 
remembers. “It was a two-and-a-half-hour 
epic kids movie. Well, you can’t have 
two-and-a-half-hour epic kids movies, you 
gotta cut it down. And | was so excited 
to see my scenes and they mostly never 
made it into the film.” 

How did he hear the bad news? 

“It was in Los Angeles at the big 
premiere, where they actually trucked in 
snow and had this little toboggan run. The 
director pulled a few of us aside and told 
us they had to cut some of the storylines. 
So | was prepared, but it was so hard, that 
feeling you get at the pit of your stomach, 
oh man. But now, in hindsight, when | 
watch the movie it’s like, “Oh yeah, it 
works.’” —INGRID RANDOJA 


PHOTO BY GIULIANO BEKOR 
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Think about it: you buy ink a lot more often than you buy a printer. That’s what makes printing expensive. So we did 
something about it. Now you pay just $11.99 msrp for a black ink cartridge and $17.99 msrp for a 5-ink colour cartridge. 
Which means you can print documents and photos at home for up to 50% less than similar consumer inkjet printers*— 
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John Cusack, 
Alessandro Nivola 
James C. Strouse (debut) 


= 


DECEMBER 7 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS 
WHO'S IN IT? 


WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT'S IT ABOUT? Twelve-year-old Lyra 
(Richards) lives in a world much like ours, 
except each person has a daemon (an 
animal that embodies his/her spirit) and 
there are witches, talking polar bears and 
a mysterious substance known as Dust. 
Using a special compass that only she can 
read, Lyra embarks on a dangerous journey 
to the far north to find her missing friend 
Roger, who may have fallen into the 
clutches of the evil Mrs. Coulter (Kidman). 
Based on the first book of author 

Philip Pullman’s His Dark Materials trilogy. 
See Nicole Kidman interview, page 48. 


ATONEMENT 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? This adaptation of 

lan McEwan’s novel stars McAvoy as Robbie, 
who Is in love with Cecilia (Knightley). 
When Cecilia’s younger sister, Briony, 
mistakenly accuses him of rape, Robbie is 
sent to prison and then off to war. 

See James McAvoy interview, page 24. 


LAGE DES TENEBRES 
WHO’S IN IT? 
WHO DIRECTED? 


WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Arcand’s latest effort 
Stars Labreche as a government bureaucrat 
whose only way to deal with a boring job 
and a failed marriage is to daydream he’s 

a successful ladies man/activist/artist. 
However, It’s only a matter of time until 
even his fantasies start to disappoint him. 


DECEMBER 14 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 
WHO'S IN IT? 
WHO DIRECTED? 


WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Squeaky-voiced 
chipmunks Alvin, Theodore and Simon 
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| BY INGRID RANDOJA 


are singing stars who drive their human 
manager (Lee) nuts. 


JUNO 
WHO'S IN IT? 
WHO DIRECTED? 


WHAT’S IT ABOUT? When eccentric teenager 
Juno MacGuff (Page) discovers she’s 
pregnant she sets out to find the perfect 
couple — Jennifer Garner and Jason 
Bateman — to adopt her unborn child. 


THE KITE RUNNER 
WHO'S IN IT? 
WHO DIRECTED? 


WHAT’S IT ABOUT? The release of this 
adaptation of author Khaled Hosseini’s 
best-selling novel was delayed slightly so 
the filmmakers could relocate the film’s 
Afghani child stars and their families to the 
United Arab Emirates. The unprecedented 
move stems from the fact the film, about 
the friendship between two boys in Kabul 
during the 1970s, includes a rape scene 
(not shown on screen) involving one of the , ἢ! Da THE UE EVER ΠΗ 
boys. It’s believed the boys will be targets of = syeaae 
a violent backlash from upset countrymen ( Ἵ τοῖτώῤστοσν - τα 


ἘΠΕῚ. ΑΕ τα εὐ ΒΕ baie aie. GT 


“TOOLS OF DESTRUCTION 


once the film is released, even though it’s 
not scheduled to open in Afghanistan. D> 


Ratchet & Clank is a registered trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment America Inc. Developed by Insomniac Games. © Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. 
“PlayStation”, “PLAYSTATION” and the “PS” Family logo are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. 
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WHO’S IN IT? Will Smith, Salli Richardson 
WHO DIRECTED? Francis Lawrence 
(Constantine) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? A viral outbreak kills 
most people on Earth and turns the 
Survivors into bloodsucking mutants. A lone 
scientist (Smith) spends his days searching 
for a way to reverse the infection and his 
nights fighting off the hungry fiends. 

Based on the book by writer Richard 
Matheson, which has been adapted for the 
big screen twice before, the latest being 
the 1971 cult hit The Omega Man, 

starring Chuck Heston. 


THE METROPOLITAN OPERA 
ROMEO ET JULIETTE 1 p.m. EST 
Placido Domingo conducts composer 
Charles Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette, 
starring Anna Netrebko and Roberto Alagna. 
Check www.cineplex.com for a list of 
theatres where you can watch it live, and to 
buy tickets 


WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW 
ARMAGEDDON 

Countdown Show starts at 7 p.m. EST, live 
show at 8 p.m. EST 

Some wars are fought over land, others over 
power, but the most devastating wars are 
fought over championship gold. Triple H, 
Batista, Undertaker, Rey Mysterio and 

all your faves battle for glory. Check 
www.cineplex.com to buy tickets and for a 
list of theatres where you can watch It live. 


NATIONAL TREASURE: 

BOOK OF SECRETS 

WHO’S IN IT? Nicolas Cage, Diane Kruger 
WHO DIRECTED? Jon Turteltaub 

(National Treasure) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Treasure hunter 

Benjamin Gates (Cage) is proud of his family 
tree, so when he’s told that an ancestor 
helped plot Abraham Lincoln’s assassination 
he’ll do anything to clear the Gates name, 
including kidnapping the U.S. President 
(Bruce Greenwood) to get his hands on the 
Book of Secrets. The book, given to every 
U.S. President, contains the truth about the 
Lincoln and Kennedy assassinations, the 
missing Watergate tapes and Area 51. 

See Nicolas Cage interview, page 20. 


THE SAVAGES 

WHO’S IN IT? Laura Linney, 

Philip Seymour Hoffman 

WHO DIRECTED? Tamara Jenkins 

(The Slums of Beverly Hills) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? This dark comedy finds 
siblings Jon (Hoffman) and Wendy (Linney) 
Savage setting aside their personal lives so 
they can take care of their elderly father 
(Philip Bosco), whose worsening dementia 
means it’s time for a nursing home. 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 
BARBER OF FLEET STREET 

WHO’S IN IT? Johnny Depp, 

Helena Bonham Carter 

WHO DIRECTED? Tim Burton (Corpse Bride) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Depp and Burton team 
up for the sixth time to film the 1979 
Broadway show about a barber named 
Sweeney Todd (Depp), who murders his 
customers and sends their bodies to 
Mrs. Lovett’s (Bonham Carter) pie shop. 


P.S. | LOVE YOU 

WHO’S IN IT? Hilary Swank, Gerard Butler 
WHO DIRECTED? Richard LaGravenese 
(Freedom Writers) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? After Holly’s (Swank) 
husband Gerry (Butler) dies, she discovers 
he’s arranged to have messages sent to her, 
with each message containing a task she 
must complete in order to get on with her 
life. See Hilary Swank interview, page 40. 


YOUTH WITHOUT YOUTH 

WHO’S IN IT? Tim Roth, Alexandra Marie Lara 
WHO DIRECTED? Francis Ford Coppola 

(The Rainmaker) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Coppola puts wine- 
making aside to direct his first film in a 
decade. Set in World War Two Romania, this 
fantastical tale focuses on an aged professor 
(Roth) who is struck by lightning and wakes 
up 40 years younger. However, his 
transformation comes with a price as the 
Nazis hear of the miracle and come calling. 


famous 16 | december 2007 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY 
COX STORY 

WHO’S IN IT? John C. Reilly, Jenna Fischer 
WHO DIRECTED? Jake Kasden 

(Orange County) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Judd Apatow and 
Kasden co-wrote this spoof of musical 
bio-pics that casts Reilly as Dewey Cox, a 
singer/songwriter who climbs to the top of 
the music biz. Look for cameos from 
White Stripes’ Jack White (as Elvis), and 
Jack Black, Paul Rudd, Justin Long and 
Jason Schwartzman as the Beatles. 


HITS THEATRES DECEMBER 21 


THE NATIONAL BALLET 


OF CANADA 

THE NUTCRACKER 2 p.m. EST 

A live HD simulcast of choreographer 
James Kudelka’s take on the Christmas 
classic. Check www.cineplex.com for a list 
of theatres where you can watch it live, and 
to buy tickets. 


THE GREAT DEBATERS 

WHO’S IN IT? Denzel Washington, 

Forest Whitaker 

WHO DIRECTED? Denzel Washington 
(Antwone Fisher) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Based on a true story, 
Washington plays Melvin B. Tolson, an 
English professor at Texas’s Wiley College, 
who, in 1935, inspires his African- 
American students to form a debating team. 


THE DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY 
WHO’S IN IT? Mathieu Amaltric, 

Marie-Josée Croze 

WHO DIRECTED? Julian Schnabel (Basquiat) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? The heartbreaking story 
of Elle France’s editor Jean-Dominique 
Bauby (Amalric), who at the age of 

43 suffers a stroke that leaves him 
paralyzed everywhere except his left eye. 

By mastering a blinking pattern he dictates 
his memoirs to his therapist (Croze), 

which form the basis of the film. >> > 


> Pb ALIEN VS. PREDATOR: 

REQUIEM 

WHO’S IN IT? John Ortiz, David Paetkau 

WHO DIRECTED? Colin and Greg Strause 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? In the sequel 

to AvP the creatures from Alien 

and Predator battle it out in a small 
Colorado town. See David Paetkau interview, 
page 12. 


CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR 

WHO’S IN IT? Tom Hanks, Julia Roberts 
WHO DIRECTED? Mike Nichols (Closer) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Two of Hollywood’s 
biggest stars converge to tell the true 
story of Texas congressman Charlie Wilson 
(Hanks), a fun-lovin’ guy who masterminds 
the covert arming of Afghan’s mujahideen 
insurgency, who are battling the 

Soviet Red Army in the ’80s. Roberts is 

a socialite who introduces Wilson to the 
plight of the Afghan rebels. 


CASSANDRA’S DREAM 

WHO’S IN IT? Colin Farrell, Ewan McGregor 
WHO DIRECTED? Woody Allen (Scoop) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Two working-class 
brothers (McGregor, Farrell) repay their 
uncle’s (Tom Wilkinson) generosity by 


agreeing to kill aman for him. The resulting 


guilt sends one brother over the edge. 


THE BUCKET LIST 

WHO’S IN IT? Jack Nicholson, Morgan Freeman 
WHO DIRECTED? Rob Reiner (Rumor Has It) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? A corporate billionaire 
(Nicholson) and a working-class mechanic 
(Freeman) are both dying of cancer. But 
instead of feeling sorry for themselves they 
create a “bucket list” — a list of things 
they want to do before “kicking the bucket” 
— and set out to cross off every item. 

See Morgan Freeman interview, page 42. 


FOR SHOWTIMES AND LOCATIONS 


πο WWW.CINEPLEX.COM 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND 
OF THE DEEP 

WHO’S IN IT? Emily Watson, Alex Etel 

WHO DIRECTED? Jay Russell (Ladder 49) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Little Angus (Etel) 
stumbles across a big egg that hatches a 
rubbery sea monster. Keeping the water- 
loving critter happy becomes a problem 
as it grows larger, so Angus and his family 
hide it in a local lake named Loch Ness. 
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The world Knew Andrea Manlangit for the beauty of her smile, 
which she brushed thrice daily. Then, one morning in the middle of her 36th year, 
Andrea looked down at the running tap as she brushed. 
She then considered all the water that ran for nothing 
during those 36 years, torrents of it. Andrea Manlangit then turned off the tap 
and smiled a faint smile, which she continued to brush. 


See the water we're saving at toyota.ca/conservation 
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INtErVIEW | NICOLAS CAGE 


REPEATS ITSELF 


Nicolas Cage says inspiring kids to learn more about 
American history is one reason he wanted to do the National Treasure sequel, 
Book of Secrets. The chance to star in another huge hit probably 
didn’t hurt, either | sy cart DITTMAN 


erry Bruckheimer and director Jon Turteltaub insisted 
there would be no sequel to National Treasure, their 
Indiana Jones-esque action movie starring Nicolas Cage. “We’re 
not even entertaining the idea,” Turteltaub said at the time. 

But by mid-2005 National Treasure had amassed an astounding 
$350-million (U.S.) in international box office, and all parties 
started to think about a second installment, maybe even a 
National Treasure franchise. 

“Trust me, there are worse things to do with your time than 
try to stimulate young people to want to find out more about 
their history by entertaining them,” says Cage, who did indeed 
sign on for this month’s sequel, National Treasure: Book of Secrets. 

Smartly dressed in a crisp white shirt and a black Armani 
suit (no tie) for this Beverly Hills interview, Cage says he 
relates to his history-loving, treasure-hunting character, 
Benjamin Franklin Gates, on at least one account: obsession. 

“Ben has devoted his entire life, groomed himself, to figure 
out where to go and what to do to uncover great mysteries in the 
face of great ridicule,” says Cage. “I think that ’ve been obsessed, 
over the years, with where I could go with acting or how I could 
challenge myself with it. With collecting my own comic books, 
motorcycles and cars, I would say that obsessive behaviour is 
certainly something we have in common.” 

After uncovering secrets hidden in documents by America’s 
founding fathers and finding the Knights Templar’s treasure, 
Ben Gates has become a billionaire by the end of the first 
National Treasure movie. “Well, actually, he’s not really a billion- 
aire, maybe just a millionaire,” clarifies Cage with a laugh. “I 
think that he gave most of the treasure to the different museums 


ς... before it was released in the fall of 2004, producer 
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of the world. He got one percent, or something like that.” 

This time around, Gates has to clear his family’s name after 
his great-great-grandfather is implicated in Abraham Lincoln’s 
assassination. 

Ed Harris plays Jeb Wilkinson, who claims to have discovered 
one of 18 missing pages from the diary of Lincoln assassin 
John Wilkes Booth, a page that lists Booth’s co-conspirators, 
including one Thomas Gates, Ben’s great-great-grandfather. 

Certain that his ancestor was not responsible for Lincoln’s 
murder, Ben enlists his dad (Jon Voight), pal Riley Poole 
(Justin Bartha) and sweetheart Abigail Chase (Diane Kruger) to 
help clear Thomas Gates’ name. 

Harvey Keitel steps in as FBI Agent Peter Sadusky, who tells 
Gates about a secret book that has the information he needs. 
The problem is, only the American President is allowed to see 
the book, which also contains the truth behind John F. Kennedy’s 
assassination, the minutes missing from Nixon’s Watergate 
tapes and the real story behind those alien bodies at Area 51. 

When Ben’s request to read the book is denied, he kidnaps 
the President (Bruce Greenwood) to get to the information. 

“T know that when I did the first one, the things that seemed 
inconceivable and made me nervous were the same things that 
intrigued everyone else,” says Cage. “I think that you just have 
to give yourself over to the context of the movie and go along 
for the ride.” 

While comparisons have been made between the National 
Treasure and Raiders of the Lost Ark movies, Cage points to one 
substantial difference. “Our films have a spirit reminiscent of 
Indiana Jones, but they part company with Indiana Jones in that 
there’s nothing supernatural about either National Treasure PP 
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Top: Nicolas Cage 
and Diane Kruger in 
National Treasure: 
Book of Secrets. 
Bottom: Kruger, Cage 
and Justin Bartha 


INtErVIEW | NICOLAS CAGE 


Left: Cage’s Benjamin Franklin Gates in front of The Washington Monument Right: Jon Voight (left), Cage and Kruger light up the screen 


> P film.” He believes there are enough intriguing elements in 
his films that have their basis in truth, adding that there are 
“very highly intelligent people” who believe in a lot of the ideas 
his movies put forth, some of whom have “risked their lives to 
find buried treasure.” 

“So there is no need for things supernatural,” he says. 

Cage, who reportedly took home $25-million for this sequel (a 
far cry from the $5,000 he made for his first starring role in 1983’s 
Valley Girl) , says working for producer Jerry Bruckheimer — some- 
thing he’s done four times before — keeps an actor on his toes. 

“With all of Jerry Bruckheimer’s movies, you sort of tinker 
with things and tweak things along the way, which can be very 
nerve-racking, but it can also be very electrifying and sponta- 
neous,” says Cage. “You might come up with an accidental 
discovery that works. You can also fall off the high wire on your 
face, completely embarrass yourself.” 

When he’s not on set, Cage is often found on his massive 
boat, docked at a Los Angeles marina, with his wife of three 
years, Alice Kim, their son Kal-El and Cage’s older son Weston 
from a relationship with model Christina Fulton. 

“lm not ashamed to admit it, I’m just an old romantic at 
heart — it’s a blessing and a curse. I’ve made a lot of mistakes 
because of my romantic nature,” Cage says with a chuckle and 
a shrug. “I’m such a hardcore romantic softie that there was 
actually a line in my last movie [ Next] that was just a little bit 
negative about love, so I said, “Take that out, because I never 
want to look down on love.’ Love is to be respected and treated 
with great reverence. Love is a beautiful thing.” 

As for naming his now three-year-old son Kal-El after 
Superman’s Kryptonian name... 

“Well, we call him Kal. First of all, I like the name Kal-F], but 
I also liked the name Kyle. Alice wanted a more unique name 
so it was between Kahlil from Kahlil Gibran,” he says, referring 
to the Lebanese poet, “or Kal-El, Jor-El’s son in Superman. But I 
didn’t think anybody would know because no one knows about 
Kal-E], they all know about Clark Kent.” 

Cage’s 17-year-old son Weston represents the first ofa fourth 
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generation of Coppolas (Cage’s real last name) involved in the 
film business (grandpa Carmine was a film composer, great-uncle 
Francis Ford is a director, as is aunt Sofia). 

“Weston definitely has acting aspirations, he was in Lord of War, 
on the helicopter, and he was really good,” Cage says proudly. 
“He’s a very handsome young man. He’s really a remarkable 
person, and he’s a terrific athlete. He’s a gold medal-winning 
wrestler, and he’s going to the state championships... 

“T like the idea of athletics for him,” continues Cage. “Look at 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. Look what he did with weightlifting. The 
same focus he put into lifting that extra hundred pounds, he has 
put into acting and politics. If Weston put half the focus he puts 
into his wrestling before a match, as he does into acting, it’s going 
to be very exciting for all of us. Ultimately, it'll be his decision.” 

Cage’s next movie, Bangkok Dangerous, which is scheduled for 
release in February 2008, has him playing an American hitman 
who falls for ἃ Thai woman. Shot in Bangkok in September 2006, 
the filming schedule coincided with a coup that ousted Thailand’s 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra and his government. 

“I was in Bangkok when the coup happened,” Cage says of 
what turned out to be a relatively non-violent overthrow. “I was 
on the set around one in the morning, firing an automatic 
weapon, when the gun wrangler said, “You’ve got to stop shooting. 
There’s a military coup about to happen.’ I didn’t even know 
what that meant. When was the last time we had a military coup 
in the United States? 

“I kept thinking my son and my wife were at the hotel. So 
I walked off the set, woke them up and I took them to the 
airport.... Then I left them there, got back to Bangkok on 
another plane, flew back to the set and finished the movie, not 
knowing if I was going back into gunfire or tanks shooting. 
There were tanks on the street, it was a terrifying experience.” 

An American actor shooting a movie in a foreign land amid 
a military coup? Sounds like a good idea for Bruckheimer’s next 
movie. There would have to be more explosions, though.@ 


Earl Dittman 15 a Houston-based entertainment writer. 
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INtervieW | JAMES McAVOY 
bf 


Atonement star James McAvoy plays a character so good he had to think of him as a young 
Gandhi. Unfortunately, in this heart-rending drama bad things happen to good people, like 


being forced to go to war | BY MARNI WEISZ 


and glassy blue eyes, there’s something very boyish about 
James McAvoy. But at 28, this Scot has already lived a 
complicated and challenging life. 

Before becoming the star of films like The Last King of Scotland 
(he played the doctor), Becoming Jane (the love interest) and 
The Chronicles of Narnia (the faun) , McAvoy was raised in a tough 
part of Glasgow by his grandmother after his parents divorced. 
His absentee father hasn’t been a part of his life since, something 
that made director Joe Wright (Pride © Prejudice) particularly 
interested in McAvoy when casting his role in Atonement. 

McAvoy plays Robbie Turner, a young gardener working at 
the wealthy Tallis family’s English estate during the lead up to 


‘ae in jeans and a gray sweatshirt, with tousled hair 


World War Two. The son of the Tallises’ housekeeper, good- 
hearted Robbie has been raised alongside their children since 
his father ran off. There’s a lingering attraction between 
Robbie and Cecilia Tallis (Knightley), which they finally act 
upon in a scene that’s simultaneously one of the most sensual 
and awkward in recent screen history, thanks to an unwelcome 
intrusion by Cecilia’s young sister, Briony (Saoirse Ronan). 
When it looks as if another young girl staying at the Tallis 
estate has been raped, Briony — who has a flare for making up 
stories and now believes Robbie to be a sex fanatic — claims that 
he was the one responsible. Robbie is sent to jail and only 
released when he agrees to join the army and go to war, a fight 
that takes a terrible toll. Cecilia, who knows Robbie is Pp 
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Interview | JAMES McAVOY 


> P innocent, waits for his return. But it’s the way in which the 
story is told that has earned the film rave reviews (it opened in 
the U.K. three months ago). Like the Ian McEwan novel on which 
it’s based, the movie’s timeline is jumbled, layered and confused, 
and some things that appear to be true aren’t, other than in the 
mind of the story’s guilt-ridden narrator, an aging Briony. 

McAvoy was at the Toronto International Film Festival when 
we spoke about the film. 


The movie’s back-and-forth timeline leaves the viewer a bit 
off-balance, did you have the same experience as an actor? 
“Not really. Narratively speaking, if you didn’t mess it all up 
time-wise, it’s a very simple narrative. So, honestly, it was the 
most beautiful piece of writing I’d ever read for a film.... And 
what I ended up performing in the film is exactly what I saw 
the first day that I read it in my kitchen and thought, “That’s 
what I want to do.’ That sounds quite boring actually, but I 
can’t tell you how joyous it was to have that because so many 
things you're like, ‘F--k, how are we going to fix this?” 


So you've had a lot of leeway with your past few scripts? “I’m not 
talking about all films. Becoming Jane I had a fair bit of leeway 
to play around with dialogue, actually. Chronicles of Narnia, less 
so, but then that was a smaller part. But Last King of Scotland, 
that was a freefall at times, which was great, that was the nature 
of it. But 1 can’t tell you how lovely it is to just go ‘Bang. That’s 
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a mathematical equation of a script.’ All you have to do is put 
it together.” 


There’s a striking five-and-a-half minute shot that pans the crowded 
beach at Dunkirk just after Robbie has arrived. How many times did 
you film that shot? “We did it three-and-a-half times and we got 
it on the third time. I think the crew went over two-and-a-half 
or three weeks before. There was a huge, huge set up, a 
thousand extras that all needed to be found and clothed and 
fed and housed and all that rubbish, and we rehearsed for an 
entire day and then filmed three takes at the end of the day. 
And that was it.” 


Is it a struggle to balance a love story with a war story, in that 
in one scene you’re pining for your girlfriend and in the next a 
soldier’s skull is falling apart? “See, I don’t think it is a love 
story. It’s a story in which a love story takes place. It’s a story 
about stories. It’s a story about a woman writing a book and 
why she writes a book, and part of that is the romantic tragedy 
that happens in her life that she’s responsible for. But the 
story is about why she writes the book, really, I think. I just 
find it very easy to make that go back and forth.” 


You told The Guardian about Robbie, “I love him dearly, | wish | was 
him, | wish he existed.” Why such strong feelings for this character? 
“Because he’s an incredible person, he’s almost saintly. >> 
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Interview | JAMES McAVOY 


> p I imagine that it’s people like him who go on to be the 
Mother Teresas of this world and the Gandhis of this world.” 


Joe Wright has said he wanted you because your background is 
similar to your character’s. Did he discuss that with you? “I 
remember we were having a chat the first ttme I auditioned 
and him saying, ‘How does it feel being you and being from the 
background you’re from and having all this success and getting 
all these films?’ And I didn’t realize that he was trying to make 
a connection to this character but that must have been what it 
was about. We had a bit of a long conversation about it all and 
[he asked], ‘Is it scary? Do you feel like you’re dealing with 
people that could ultimately take advantage of you?’ But, yeah, 
we do share some of that background, we share some of the 
relationships with our fathers and I think that’s important.” 


Do you think that your similar experiences explain why you “love 
him dearly?” “I think I said that because if we were all more 
like Robbie Turner there would be no wars, and there would 
be nothing but love, because that’s all he’s got for the world 
to begin with.” 


Is that realistic? Is there anyone out there who’s really that good? 
“I f£--king hope so! -king hope so! I found it difficult to play 
to begin with because I didn’t believe that he existed.... 
That’s the way he’s drawn and it’s my job to play him that way. 
And I think that until I believed in the possibility of someone 
that good and their existence I couldn’t play the character 
very well, it took me a couple of weeks.” 


You won something called the “Revelation Award” at Cannes this 
year. What is that? “Do you know what was really weird about 
that? I had no idea, and I’ve received no award, and nobody 
told me anything, and I find out two weeks later.” 


So you weren’t even there? “No, I’ve never been to Cannes. It’s 
very strange. Very strange. So I have no idea what that was 
about. It was very nice of them, if in fact I did win some 
award.” 


You wanted to be a missionary or a priest when you were young. 
Are you very religious? “Not anymore.” 


But you were back then? “Yeah, I suppose I was.” 


You've also said you wanted to join the navy to travel the world. Is 
travel part of the reason you wanted to be a missionary, too? “Yes, 
they were both for travel.” 


So acting has fulfilled that desire — you shot The Last King of 
Scotland in Uganda, The Chronicles of Narnia in New Zealand 
and you just finished shooting Wanted, an action pic with 
Angelina Jolie, in the Czech Republic. “Yeah, acting ended up 
being a much better way to fulfill my wanderlust, but I 
think the priest thing and the navy thing were just ways of 
getting out, ways of escaping. The priest thing, I think most 
young Catholic boys entertain notions of doing that. And 
I wasn’t particularly serious. So yeah, acting was definitely 
the right choice.” @ 
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I f ΓΤ τ : F 
_ © et Into ue =PiAE Wan : ones a e ! ἢ--: sioner ho. 
ι ($5, Joe Fresh Stores). Φ pa 
! 2 ΦΧ Kiss My Face 
offers a Naughty or 
($7, select health 
Ι 


food stores) for 
that complicated ᾿ 
person on your list. 


stores) is infused 

with 25% purified 
water, delivering a 
cooling sensation 
on the eyelids, 
and a super-cool 
look to boot. 
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Hung from atreeorrestingona ἢ 


table, these Mirrored Ornaments 
($5 to $10, HomeSense) add 
instant Sparkle and Sal icme 


ox The iComfort Sauna ($3,000, The Bay) needs no © James Bond fanatics will likely only 
plumbing or wiring (just a dedicated AC wall use one of the two settings on 


outlet) and assembles in seven easy steps. Put al Martini Maker 
it together yourself and then let those muscles fitters). For the 
unwind while steaming to your favourite tunes rest of us, “Stir” or “Shake” is just 
thanks to the unit’s built-in radio/CD player. a matter of personal preference. 


TST YAT Klutz’s Hogwarts School of Witchcraft & Wizardry ὁ... 
[4 a ) | \ & } Building Cards ($17, book stores) has more than 
—— i- a: 275 pieces, so you can assemble Harry Potter’s 
a magical school any way you want. 


Whether for a kid °C) 2 "Poor Spidey, there’s something wrong with the 
or just for kitsch, a web-slinger and his surgery will be performed 


y by children! Operation: Spider-Man 3 Edition 
Barbie Doll ($50, eo ($30, toy stores) updates an o 
toy stores) is decked " 


out in ἃ red velvet 
dress with faux 
fur and black 
lace accents. 


20 


Sledding goes e-- 
high-tech with the 


ATF 


Ε | Ι oh Va 
ΕΙ ig il iV 


er ($55, Canadian 
Tire). Lightweight but 
sturdy, the racer Is built 
with a patented steering 
mechanism that puts you 

in control. 


ΒῚ 
Rac 
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The excitement of this month’s e-( ) 
biggest fantasy film comes 
home with The Golden Compass 
($40 to $70, depending on 
platform — Xbox 360, PSP, 
P52, P53, Wil; DS,.PC); an 
action-adventure title that puts 
you in the well-worn shoes of 
young heroine Lyra Belacqua as 
she makes her way north to 
rescue a friend. 


The world is in chaos and 

you have to save it in 

The Simpsons Game ($40 to $70, 
depending on platform — Xbox 
360, PSP,’ Ρ52, Ρ53, Wii: 05). 
Fight villains in Springfield and 
beyond in this third-person 
action game that parodies other 
popular titles. 


gift card 


Pick your fighting style and 

then deliver the pain with 

WWE SmackDown vs. Raw 2008 
($40 to $65, depending on 
platform — Xbox 360, PSP, 
PS2, PS3, Wii, DS). There are 
eight styles to choose from, each 
with its own unique moves. 


τι "2 rel en gee 


4 
17 


How could a TV series that lasted just one season (’94-'95) make such a 
lasting impression? Decide for yourself with My So-Called Life: 
The Complete Series ($70, video stores), 19 groundbreaking 
episodes chronicling the sophomore year of one 
Angela Chase (Claire Danes in her 
breakthrough role). Bonus materials 
include new interviews, commentaries, 

archival footage and a 40-page book. φ 


If last month’s Coen Brothers e/ So»), 
thriller No Country for Old Men C) 

has someone on your list 

hankering for more flicks 

by the quirky siblings 

you've got It, via 

The Coen Brothers Movie 

Collection ($70, 
video stores), which 
balances the 
gruesome crime 
dramas Blood 
Simple and 

Miller's Crossing 
with absurdist 
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Ι 
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comedies ὁ The Original Christmas Classics ($45, video stores) 

Raising features Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, Santa Claus is ' 

Arizona, Coming to Town, Frosty the Snowman, Frosty Returns, ἃ 

Barton Fink The Little Drummer Boy, Mr. Magoo’s Christmas Carol ! 
and Fargo. and Cricket on the Hearth, all in a keepsake box. > 

I 

I 

| 
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the HMV ΟἹ ἢ card ΓΞ 
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THE GIFT WITH 


aay Ὁ Pay ἢ. νων 
a & Ἀπ pee a ORD 
STYLE AND VALUE! apr § 0 Mae: 


SINGLE DVDs: iW 
VALUE PRICED FOR 


Hine BODO 


TIC! PATING RETAI LERS 


EXPERIENCE BOND LIKE NEVER BEFORE! 


BOXSETS AND SINGLES VALUE PRICED FOR GIFT GIVING THIS HOLIDAY SEASON. 


A LICENSE TO... OWN! 


WHO NEEDS NEW YORK WHEN 
THE MET COMES TO YOU? 


e Hansel and Grete! (Humperdinck) 


That hard-to-please person on your list 
will love tickets to the Metropolitan Opera. 
And fear not, you don’t have to shell out 
for their airfare to New York. 

Eight operas from the Met’s 2007-2008 
season are being broadcast live and in 
Sparkling high definition at select 
Cineplex Entertainment theatres over the 
next five months. Since these shows sold 
out quickly when they were introduced 
last year, Cineplex has increased the 
season from six to eight live performances 
(plus encore shows), and locations from 
34 to 70 theatres across the country. 

Single-show tickets can be purchased 
online at Cineplex.com ($19.95, general 
admission, $16.95, children and seniors) 
or at participating theatres (check the 
website for a list), while packages can be 
bought in person at the theatre ($134.95 
for all eight shows, $89.95 for five shows 
and $56.95 for three). 

While the season kicks off with one 
pre-Christmas production (Gounod’s 
Roméo et Juliette on December 15th, 
encore presentation January 5th), the rest 
all come in the New Year. Here’s the 
remaining schedule: 


Hansel and Gretel, 
straight from the Met 


Tuesday, January 1, 1 p.m. EST: 
(Encore: Saturday, 

January 26, 1 p.m. EST) 
Macbeth (Verdi) 


Saturday, January 12, 1:30 p.m. EST: 


(Encore: Saturday, 

February 9, 1:30 p.m. EST) 
Manon Lescaut (Puccini) 
Saturday, February 16, 1 p.m. EST: 
(Encore: Saturday, 

March 1, 1 p.m. EST) 

Peter Grimes (Britten) 

Saturday, March 15, 1:30 p.m. EST: 
(Encore: Saturday, 

March 29, 1:30 p.m. EST) 

Tristan und Isolde (Wagner) 


Saturday, March 22, 12:30 p.m. EST: 


(Encore: Saturday, 

April 12, 12:30 p.m. EST) 

La Bohéme (Puccini) 

Saturday, April 5, 1:30 p.m. EST: 
(Encore: Saturday, 

May 3, 1:30 p.m. EST) 

La Fille du Régiment (Donizetti) 
Saturday, April 26, 1:30 p.m. EST: 
(Encore: Saturday, 

May 10, 1:30 p.m. EST) 
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GIFT SETS 
AND SINGLE DVDS 


OWN THEM TODAY! 


ENTERTAIN 
LIKE JAMES BOND 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 
WITH THREE DELICIOUS 


MARTINIS 


94. 0z vermouth, dry 
1% 0z vodka 
1 whole olive 


Shaken, not stirred. Garnish with 
an olive and toothpick. 


{ from A View to a Kill } 
1 oz Campari 
1 0z Cinzano Rosso 
soda water 


Put ice in an old-fashioned glass. Add the 
Campari and Cinzano then pour in a splash of 
soda water. Add a large slice of lemon peel. 


{ from Diamonds are Forever } 
1% 0z Brandy 


¥% 0z White Creme de Menthe 


Shake ingredients with ice, and strain 
into a cocktail glass. 


; -ν Ὁ =! ee ee απαδνὰ 
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sSTOP τ THE £ CRUEL 


Every year hundreds of pifatas are subject to horrific torture : es | pledge to buy Viva Pinata and 
at the hands of adults and children alike. It is our goal to stop τ ee? ΤΩΝ provide hundreds of abused 
this brutality. Do you have what it takes to look after abused | ἃ Ἢ παν... pifiatas with a safe place to live. 
pinatas? Do you have the time to nurture and protect these . ᾿ ἢ Name: 

poor neglected creatures? Will you attend to their individual Ἵ Address: 

needs and set them on the road to rehabilitation? Every pinata 
deserves this chance. Please, do what thousands have done + “i Postal Code: 

FVERYONE before un ane create a better 

. Mild Cartoon Violence Mone or piers: 


Comic Mischief 


ESRB CONTENT RATING ὀ ὀ www.esrb.org Unregistered charity no.: 9687 


We receive no government funding. 


© 2007 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. Microsoft, the Microsoft Game Studios logo, Rare, the Rare logo, Viva Pihata, Windows, and the Windows logo are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft 
Corporation or Rare Limited in the United States and/or other countries. Rare Limited is a subsidiary of Microsoft Corporation. 
a 


for Windows 


ard Butler 
i Love You 


INterVIEW | HILARY SWANK 


P.S. [Love You stars Hilary Swank as a despondent widow whose 
grieving process takes a sharp turn when she starts to receive 
encouraging letters from her dead hubby | sy EARL DITTMAN 


et out the Kleenex, Hilary Swank is 
G:: to make you cry. 

After a string of serious and 
even scary movies (The Black Dahlia, 
Freedom Wniters, The Reaping) , the two-time 
Oscar winner (Boys Don t Cry, Million Dollar 
Baby) felt she needed a change. It came 
in the form of P.S. I Love You, a teary 
romantic-comedy based on the bestselling 
novel by Cecelia Ahern. 

Swank plays Holly, who’s married to 
hunky Irish singer Gerry (Gerard Butler). 
But her world comes crashing down 
when Gerry is diagnosed with, and then 
dies of, a brain tumor. To Holly’s surprise, 
however, within a month of Gerry’s death 
she receives the first of a series of mes- 
sages from him, each one instructing her 
to complete a task which will help her 
get on with her life. Gerry has even 
arranged a trip for Holly and her friends 
(Gina Gershon, Lisa Kudrow) to Ireland 
to help her recover. 

As it turns out, Swank was the one 
who needed to recover after shooting 
one particularly sexy scene with Butler. 


“There were several reasons. Actually, 
[writer-director] Richard LaGravenese 
had given me a copy of the screenplay 
while we were filming [reedom Writers, 
and asked me to read it and let him 
know what I thought about it. I loved 
it.... I had been feeling like making a 
love story, but not one of your conven- 
tional, paint-by-the-number kind.” 


“Oh yeah, I am to the point where I’m so 
optimistic that most people would tag 
me as naive.” 


“Luckily, he was [laughs]. Although his 
character in the film isn’t necessarily 
supposed to be muscular, he was still 
working out during the middle of the 
shoot, because he was doing a cover for 
one of those health magazines for men. 
So he had to look his best for his close- 
ups. I don’t know how much he is pulling 
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my leg, but he told me he also wanted to 
be in great physical shape for the little 
striptease number his character does for 
my mine.” 


“Initially, it was pretty easy for me, 
because I was the one who got the bene- 
fits of Gerard’s act. He stripped down to 
his boots, socks, boxer shorts and a pair 
of suspenders. It was a little tough to get 
comfortable with, in the beginning, 
until Gerry finally said, “Let’s just do it, 
already. Let’s think of some really funny 
moves I can do.’” 


“Yeah, out of all the risky stunts and 
boxing moves I’ve trained for, it was 
Gerry’s sexy dance that end up drawing 
my blood. Who said foreplay can’t be 
dangerous?” 


“While he was taking off his suspenders, 
he threw them behind his shoulders, 
and one of the suspender snaps appar- 
ently got caught on something behind 
him. For a while he was gyrating away, 
stripping like a pro, until he started to 
move his body forward. That’s when he 
realized he was caught on something.... 
He just kind of yanked on it and it came 
undone, but I was sitting on the bed, 
and all of a sudden, I see this suspender 
snap heading toward my face. It all 
happened in an instant, and before I 
knew it, it had popped me right on the 
face, just inches above my eye. It hurt 
when it first hit me, but I was just glad 
that it hadn’t blinded me. I was like, ‘I’m 
fine, I’m okay,’ until Gerry said, ‘No, 
darling, you’re bleeding.’” 


“He was beside himself. He couldn’t 
apologize enough. I thought this poor 
burly Scotsman was going to break 
down over the accident. After he real- 
ized it wasn’t that bad of an injury, he 
lightened up. He was like, ‘I’ve fought 
armies and armies of sword-wielding 
savage soldiers, and the worst thing that 
happened to me was a couple of nicks 
and bruises. Of course, when I’m trying 
to get Hilary all hot, bothered and 
ready for a good time, I practically put 
her eye out. 111 never hear the end of 
this.”” @ 


Earl Dittman 15 a Houston-based writer. 
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Morgan Freeman says that if he and Jack Nicholson did their jobs right, The Bucket List— about a 
couple of dying seniors living out their dreams — will make you laugh until you Cry [ΒΥ EARL DITTMAN 


buddy picture about two terminally ill seniors busting out 

of a cancer ward and hitting the road to live out their 

unfulfilled dreams? Sounds kind of depressing, but one of 

the film’s two stars says The Bucket List is actually pretty funny. 

“Folks don’t normally like to talk about death, much less joke 

about it, but this movie makes it okay to poke a little fun at one 

of our biggest fears,” says Morgan Freeman during a recent L.A. 

interview. Jack Nicholson is Freeman’s co-star in this black 

comedy directed by Rob Reiner and loosely based on the 
German film Knockin’ On Heaven’s Door. 
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“The film also makes people think about some of the great 
things they might be missing on a daily basis,” adds Freeman. 
“It’s not a movie about death, it’s about living your life to the 
fullest, no matter how much time you have left.” 


“What do you want me to say, ‘It sucked’? [Laughs.] Look, it was 
great. I loved every minute of it. Of course you always like the 
little, small ensemble movies because you ve usually got a pretty 
good story going on, and when you ve gotasmallensemble »}» 
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Mika ay ie songs from his double 
platinum debut album Life In Cartoon Motion. 


See Amy perform songs from her platinum selling 
album “Back To Black” live from Shepherd’s Bush 
Empire in London. 


ΕΙΣ τα all the hits from this y year’ S Basing iheranote 
female artist on this Limited Deluxe Edition 2 Disc Set (1 DVD + 
1 CD) capturing Nelly Furtado’s spectacular live performance. 


ve en. 


: oasisid 
᾿ 25 i a 
, Ἧ tay, OP 


oy τ᾿ Νὴ 


d In New York On July 4 ist, hos: were 2 rae to 49 needibIs Lord Don’ ες slow Me Down 
Available for the first ἘΠῚ on Ἢ home video on Phiovember performances remembering Princess Diana. This 2 The 2 ‘DVD set that not ae gives you a ‘definitive feature 
disc DVD set captures the entire concert as well as length documentary, but also the band’s homecoming 


20th, the DVD features all 66 unedited minutes including 
the two songs not originally broadcast and more. the Diana & Me films. show at the City of Manchester Stadium and much more! 
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; McKENZIE's 


BULA! WL Fue 


“ΠῪΞ J Joe 


ες Live DVD recorded in London with tons of 
extras, all the videos from Ta-Dah!, fan footage 
and a bonus live CD. 


The ultimate hoser collector piece! Loaded with Fro: 
golden moments from the Great White North, tons of St andan i slladium 
bonus features and a free Bob and Doug bottle Rufus re- eae ray Garland’ s celebrated 1961 NYC concert, 
opener in every DVD, beauty eh! song-for-song at London’s Palladium with an orchestra. 


(Companion piece to 2 CD “Rufus Does Judy at Carnegie Hall”) 


music ¢ DVD « videogames 


the aM μ᾿ ie 


InterVieW | MORGAN FREEMAN 


-- = “a S 
fi. , ea “4 a ΩΣ ἴς 


au 
Γ c 


a 
P r : 


t 
~~ 


Parachute club: Jack Nicholson 
(left) and Morgan Freeman in 


> p cast, you become very familial. And, if you are part of a 
duo, you almost always become good friends because you work 
together a whole lot. And we did.” 


“I have been 
trying to work with Jack for a long time because he is a tremendous 
actor. He’s great. We almost did a couple of things together, but 
it was just one of those things that they didn’t happen like they 
were supposed to. So this film was sort of a makeup for all of the 
movies we didn’t get to do together over the years.” 


“Death 
is always a touchy subject, not just in movies but in real life, too, 
so you have to be careful how you approach it. In terms of 
making it humorous, you don’t want to go completely over the 
top, because it becomes disrespectful. You want to find that 
middle ground, and I think they did with this script, because it’s 
healthy to laugh at the things we are scared of, like death.” 


“Yes, it’s supposedly happening. Right now, as far as I know, we 
are again — for the sixth year — scheduling it for the winter.” 


“Oh, yeah. Several times. Yeah, we sit 
down, hold hands and talk — I’m not joking. That’s what I need 
to do. If I’m going to play you, then while I sit down to talk to 
you, I talk to you close and face-to-face, because now I under- 
stand a little more about your energy and how you re animated.” 


“Well, 
you can’t play his greatness. That’s got nothing to do with it. 
You've got to play him, and he doesn’t see himself as great. He’s 
just a guy who needs to go to the bathroom like everyone else. 
The most important thing that [1] have to do to portray him is 
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to just get his rhythm right. His rhythm has to do with how long 
it takes him to consider what he’s saying before he says it, and 
how long it takes him to say it when he starts.” 


“No, I just have plans to produce, because directing takes too 
much time. Itjust wears you out. If you want to be a director it’s 
perfect, but I know that I’m an actor. I can make four or five 
pictures in the time that it takes me to direct one. I know 
directing is not for me from working with Clint [Eastwood]. I 
love Clint, and I watch him work and I say, “Boy, I couldn’t do 
that. I wouldn’t want to do that.’” 


“Mean 
the most? Well, yeah, my favourite character was in Street Smart. My 
favourite movie was Glory, because I think it’s the most important 
movie I’ve been in. It’s important because it was a great movie that 
was historically accurate. And then there are two movies with 
Clint that [liked a lot. Unforgiven, that was a real sort of crowning 
moment for me, to be in a western, and then to come back and 
do another good job with him in Million Dollar Baby.” 


“Playing a woman. Now, I would find that really 
hard to do and very challenging.” 


“T just 
don’t want them to ask for their money back [laughs]. That’s 
all. I don’t have anything I want them to take away. You want to 
know what I want on my tombstone? Is that what you’re asking? 
Well, I want it to read, ‘No Refunds.’” @ 


Earl Dittman 15 a Houston-based entertainment writer. 
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TOUCH SCREEN | 8GB MP3 PLAYER | VIDEO CALLING 


HTC TOUCH e SE w580!1 9 LG SHINE SLIDER 


Select the perfect phone at rogers.com/perfectgift Ω ROG ERS’ 


CANADA’'S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK’ 


UP TO 15% DISCOUNT FOR CUSTOMERS WITH MULTIPLE ROGERS PRODUCTS —- HOME PHONE, WIRELESS PHONE, INTERNET AND DIGITAL CABLE** 


‘Most reliable network claim refers to call clarity and dropped calls test results as conducted by Rogers and a recognized third-party research company in the majority of urban Canadian centres within the Rogers Wireless GSM 
footprint, comparing voice services of the major wireless providers. Except for the LG Shine, all devices shown operate on the Rogers GSM network. The LG Shine phone operates on the Rogers HSPA network. Offer SE w580i 
with a 36-month term agreement made between November 1, 2007 and January 31, 2008 or while supplies last. Limit one coupon per new account activation. "Discount applies to monthly recurring service fees for eligible 
services. Minimum 24-month term required for each eligible service. Go to rogers.com/bundles for details. Not all services available in all regions. ™Trademarks of Rogers Communications Inc. used under license. © 2007 
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Hand-picked to play the wicked, manipulative, 
child-stealing Mrs. Coulter in the season’s big 
fantasy film The Golden Compass, Nicole Kidman 
chose to be flattered | By EARL DITTMAN 


granted New Line Cinema the rights 
to His Dark Materials, the English 
writer’s trilogy of fantasy novels, he offered 
several suggestions about whom he would 
like to see play the story’s main characters. 

Nicole Kidman topped the list for 
Mrs. Coulter, a powerful and political 
woman with an otherworldly beauty, but 
also a dark and devious nature. 

“Even now, I still feel very privileged 
and very excited when someone creates 
something for me in mind or if they 
believe Iam the right person to bring a 
character they created to life,” says Kidman 
in arecent L.A. interview. “It was a perfect 
fit, as far as 1 was concerned. I was always 
anxious to play this role, and be a part of 
a film of this magnitude.” 

Magnitude indeed. 

The first of the trilogy’s three potential 
films, The Golden Compass, hits theatres this 
month, and looks to be this year’s succes- 
sor to fantasy franchises like The Lord of 
the Rings and The Chronicles of Narnia. 
(Ian McKellen, the Rings trilogy’s Gandalf 


F:: years ago, when Philip Pullman 


even has a role, providing the voice of an 
heroic talking bear.) 

The story revolves around 12-year-old 
Lyra Belacqua (Dakota Blue Richards), 
a precocious and willful orphan who 
was sent by her stern uncle, Lord Asriel 
(Daniel Craig), to live with the scholars at 
Jordan College. The college is located 
in Oxford, although not our Oxford. 
Lyra lives in a parallel universe to ours, 
where the names of places and things are 
similar, but usually with a twist. 

In Lyra’s world, every human is always 
accompanied by a physical manifestation 
of his or her soul in animal form, known 
as a daemon. Like all children’s daemons, 
Lyra’s daemon, Pantalaimon, can change 
forms — from a cat to a bird to a mouse 
in the blink of an eye. 

One day Lyra overhears Lord Asriel, 
who’s just back from an expedition to 
the far north, telling some of Jordan’s 
scholars about other worlds and a strange 
substance called “Dust.” 

At around the same time, children are 
disappearing from around Jordan College 


famous 48 | december 2007 


and the rumour is they’ve been stolen by 
a nefarious group called the Gobblers. 
When Lyra’s best friend Roger goes 
missing, she wants to find him. 

But before Lyra leaves, the school’s 
Master (Jack Shepherd) introduces her 
to the exciting and seemingly compas- 
sionate Mrs. Coulter (Kidman). Feeling 
as if she has found a kindred spirit, Lyra 
decides to live with Mrs. Coulter until she 
can go in search of Roger. The Master 
also gives Lyra (who has a habit of making 
up stories to get herself out of trouble) an 
odd instrument called an alethiometer, 
which looks a lot like a compass, but 
gauges the truth. 


Lyra quickly realizes that Mrs. Coulter is 
not at all good, but very evil, and that she is 
in fact the one responsible for kidnapping 
all of those children. Terrified, Lyra flees 
Mrs. Coulter’s house and begins her 
desperate trek north to search for Roger. 

Of course, in suggesting Kidman for the 
role, Pullman wasn’t inferring anything 
about the actor’s own capacity for evil. 
The truth is, the Australian beauty has 
a lot more in common with the mischie- 
vous Lyra. 

“Ever since I was a child I was always 
attracted to things that were slightly 
offbeat and different,” recalls Kidman, 
casually dressed in blue jeans and a 
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Mrs. Coulter (Nicole Kidman) 
stares down Lyra Belacqua 
(Dakota Blue Richards) in 
The Golden Compass 


bright, stylish blouse. “I never chose, 
even at school, to do the safe or normal 
things. Even with my short stories my 
teacher would always drag me into the 
room next door and go, “Why did you 
write this? We have to talk about this.’ 
“They were always unusual and dark, 
and I don’t know what makes a child think 
like that,” continues Kidman. “I used to 
keep ajournal and I read back on it now, 
and I go, “That was my mind at nine years 
old? Why was I thinking like that?’” 
Kidman says it may have been her 
parents, “who were kind of liberal and 
unusual in their thinking,” that made her 
such an offbeat child, or perhapsshe >> 
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> p was just born that way. “But I always 
remember these fantastic and imagina- 
tive things existing in my head,” she says. 
“I guess that’s why I became an actress, so 
I could live out some of those fantasies.” 

It was the lavish and complicated 
fantasy elements of The Golden Compass 
that nearly scared director Chris Weitz 
(About a Boy, In Good Company) away. 

Although Weitz signed onto the project 
in 2004, after taking a trip to New Zealand 
to watch director Peter Jackson film 
The Return of the King, he got cold feet. By 
the end of that year he’d quit the project, 
saying that the enormous technical 
challenges might be too much for him. 

British director Anand Tucker (Shopgurl) 
took over the job, but less than nine 
months later he resigned citing creative 
disagreements with the studio. 

And there were other problems, too. In 
Pullman’s books, organized religion is 
depicted as destructive and controlling. 
Accordingly, there were fears the Catholic 
Church would boycott. There was a brief 
moment when it seemed as if the $150- 
million production would be shelved. 

But Weitz recommitted himself to the 
project, promising to dilute any references 
to the Church. Miraculously, by June of 
2006, filming began in London. 

Although Kidman is a devout Catholic 
(not a Scientologist like her ex-husband 
Tom Cruise, as many believe), she says 
Catholics shouldn't worry about any anti- 
religious rhetoric. “The Catholic Church is 
part of my essence,” she said during a press 
conference at this year’s Cannes Film 
Festival. “I wouldn’t be able to do this film 
if I thought it were at all anti-Catholic.” 

Back in L.A. Kidman insists The Golden 
Compass — at least, the way it’s been 
adapted for the screen — is simply an 
exciting adventure. 

“It’s not evil or blasphemous,” she 
says. “It’s not about shocking people or 
preaching any particular belief. It’s very 
philosophical and deep, but it’s also 
really entertaining.” 

The last couple of years have been busy 
ones for Kidman, personally and profes- 
sionally. In addition to The Golden Compass, 
she’s done the indie films Margot at the 
Wedding and Fur: An Imaginary Portrait of 
Diane Arbus, the thriller The Invasion 
(also with Daniel Craig), and she recently 
wrapped filming on the period piece 
Australia with her pal Aussie director 
Baz Luhrmann (Moulin Rouge!) and 
fellow Australian Hugh Jackman. 

Plus, of course, she got married for the 


second time in June 2006, to country 
singer Keith Urban. After their short hon- 
eymoon in Tahiti, Urban spent the next 
three months in rehab, a trial that Kidman 
says only brought them closer together. 

“When we got married I just wanted to 
be with a person that I really loved and 
who loved me,” she says. “Marriage isn’t 
about perfection.... ’m nowhere near 
perfect, and I’m not trying to be. The 
thing that I find most attractive in people 
are their flaws.... You know, the things that 
some people might think are appalling, 
you think are really cute?” 

When she’s not working, Kidman alter- 
nates between spending time on the road 
with Urban, at their apartment in Sydney 
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or their new home outside of Nashville. 

Whenever possible, she also loves to 
cook. “It’s so relaxing,” she says with a big 
smile. “I don’t see it as work at all. But I 
would like to get better at cooking. Pd 
love to whip up a full-course meal in an 
hour or two.” 

There’s one more domestic task at 
which Kidman excels, and it happens to 
be one that will come in very handy this 
month. 

“The only other domestic thing I can 
do,” she says, “is wrap Christmas presents 
really well.” @ 


Earl Dittman 15 a Houston-based 
entertainment writer. 
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Adult stars Nicole Kidman Richards, an acting The young actor 
and Daniel Craig may novice, was allowed to had seen the National 
headline The Golden attend the open casting Theatre’s stage version of 
Compass but it’s a 12- call under one condition The Golden Compass 
year-old British girl by set by her mother — that whenshe was 10, and 
the name of Dakota Blue she wouldn’t be upset told her mother she 
Richards who carries the whenshe wasn’t picked. wanted to be Lyra. She 
burden of the film on her The feisty girl made a got her wish, but as Weitz 
narrow shoulders. strong impression on told Newsweek magazine 
The Brighton native director Chris Weitz, and _last year, that wish may 
was chosen from a when he sent a DVD to come with a price. “I 
reported 10,000 young His Dark Materials don’t know if anyone can 
actors who auditioned for author Philip Pullman prepare Dakota for the 
the film’s lead role of containing the auditions kind of exposure that’s 
Lyra Belacqua, the brave ofhistop 40 candidates, going to come with this. 
child who embarks ona Pullman singled out Especially in England, 
dangerous quest to save Richards and one other where the press can be 
her missing friend. girl as his favourites. merciless.” —IR 
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HighSchoolMusicalDVD:com 


Try our authentic 


TOMATO SAUCE 


SEASON 9 * SAISON 9 


Beverly Hills 90210 
Season 3 
(S-dlisc) 


Seinteld 8. ; ( 7 ae One of the landmark 
Season 9 i τσ; | Shows of the 1990s, 
(4-diisc) “ἱ , re ἔπ 90210 quickly became an 
- ΒΕ J important fixture in the 
This four-disc set contains πὰ | ~ * popular discourse of 


all 24 episodes from the “al | a adolescents and young 
series’ final season ᾿ , adults. Brandon, Brenda 


(including fan favourites | oo δῶν V, Walsh and their parents, 
“The Betrayal” and . - Ά, transplants trom 

“The Frogger”) as well as : an? fle Minneapolis were the 

the Soup Nazi, the Low- “a =] ~Ssstable nuclear family and 
Talker and other classic HE THIRD SEASOF their home was a safe 
weirdos. haven for the whole gang. 


Saturday Night Live 


Twin Peaks am, | % Season 2: 1976-1977 
Definitive Gold ae Ὗ | (8- 8150) 


Collection 
(10-dIsc) 


16"XL 


NY Style Pepperoni 
Pizza with our NEW 
Italian Homestyle 
Tomato Sauce 


= 


eg LE a 
4 ert) αὶ .4:.:} ᾿ 


The original cast of SNL 
(including Dan Aykroyd, 
David Lynch’s magnum ofan 4 Gilda Radner and John 
opus of small-town og oF, Belushi) set the tone for 
weirdness continues a ". years to follow with their 
to delight almost 20 years 7 ae irreverent, edgy humor. 
on. Includes the complete : : ara ese Enjoy hours of hilarious 
series and hours of aR MIE fe! - π ys ᾧ sketches, memorable skits 
insightful features. Brew μον as . and all the original musical 
up some coffee, cut performances from the 24 
yourself a slice of cherry Original episodes on this 8- 
pie and dig in. disc collection. 


$Q99 


Experience the natural flavour of fresh tomatoes, a touch of olive oil 
ἥ ᾿ Seinfeld: © 1997, 1998 Castle Rock Entertainment. All Rights Reserved. © 2007 Layout and Design Sony Pictures Home Entertainment Inc. All Rights Reserved. Beverly Hills 90210: TM & © 2007 
and sweet basil. Treat yourself to an authentic, chunky tomato sauce SPE Rights Reserve. Tn Peaks’ © 2OO7 CBS Broadcasting Ine OBS: The CBS Eye Design and clted mars ae tadomars of CBS Braadcastng Ine TH © & Copyright© 207 by Paramount 
reminiscent of Little Italy! Try it today! 


Pictures. All Rights Reserved. Saturday Night Live: © 2007 Universal Studios. All Rights Reserved. 
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Not valid in conjunction with any other offer, coupon, Twins or 
Party Pizzas. Taxes & delivery extra. Minimum delivery order 


; ™ ae is $9.99. Some restrictions apply. Offers/prices subject to 
a Κ᾽ expire without notice. While supplies last. Registered trade- 


For pick-up, dine in or delivery call: 
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Transformers 


Humanity is caught in the crossfire ina 
Struggle between shape-shifting alien robots 
in this thrill ride from acclaimed action 
director Michael Bay, Packed with stunning 
fight scenes, jaw-dropping stunts and more 
how'd-they-do-that? moments than you can 
count, Transformers boasts everything you 
could possibly want in a Summer 
blockbuster and much, much mare. 
Oven it today on OVD, HD DVD 


name | of |the | game 


YEAR-END 
WRAP 


Columnist Scott Gardner gets all judgmental 


Once again it’s time to look back at 12 months of 
aliens fragged, goals scored, riffs shredded, giant 
hydras beheaded and, um, cyber sudokus solved. A 
typical year, really, where videogames got both smarter 
(the artistry of BeoShock) and dumber ( Cyberball 2072's 
robotic football) and Bill Gates made a lot of money 
($300-million in one week, thanks to Halo 3). 


Rock Band 


The Guitar Hero rhythm games where 
you “play” along to rockin’ hits with a 
life-sized, guitar-shaped controller have 
become huge sleeper hits. (They’re also 
why you’ve noticed people under 30 
humming “Carry On Wayward Son.”) 
But now Rock Band (PS3, X360) takes 
the rec-room-as-stage concept to its 


gloriously illogical extreme: a full band. The 


game breaks 50 classic songs down Into 
guitar, bass, percussion and vocal parts, 
and includes a (mock) Fender Stratocaster, 
microphone and a four-piece drum kit. It 
sounds goofy, but it’s criminally fun. And 


don’t worry, if you’re friendless you can 
still play and sing while the game fills in 
the other tracks. Plus, solo acts make 
more money. 


The “check engine” light is officially on 
for auto-racing games. They’ve never 
looked better, but somewhere along the 
way they’ve gone from pick-up-and-go fun 
to the kind of difficult, fiddly driving and 
endless custom tuning (does any game 
need 50 different hubcap options?) that’s 
the exclusive domain of obsessive- 
compulsive young men. Sound familiar? 
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Most sports games suffered the same 
fate about five years ago. Our last hope: 
2008's Burnout Paradise (PS3, X360), 
which promises a wide-open world with 
online pick-up races and crash events 
on every corner. 


Paws down, the winner Is the “music” 
offering Alvin and the Chipmunks 
(DS, PC, PS2, Wii). Isn’t the life 
expectancy of a chipmunk about four 
years? Why are these rodents invading the 
21st century? With good music titles 
everywhere (including Sony’s kid-friendly 
SingStar and Disney’s High School 
Musical: Sing it!) only a masochist could 
listen to Blink 182, Run DMC and Elvis 
songs re-done In — pass the codeine — 
those high, squeaky chipmunk voices. 
Related depressing fact: Since 1958 
The Chipmunks have — we kid you not 
— won five Grammy awards. That’s five 
more than Led Zeppelin, 50 Cent, 
Queen, The Who, Neil Young, Diana Ross 
or Bob Marley. 


The PlayStation 3 is the most powerful, 
well-rounded game system, but like its 


arch rival from Microsoft it still ain’t cheap. 


Next to a chess set or a box of sidewalk 


famous 55 


Burnout Paradis is 


chalk, the best way to enjoy great gaming 
on a budget is still 1999’s unkillable 
PlayStation 2, now available for about 
$100 in aslim version that’s no bigger 
than this magazine folded in half. There 
are great games In bargain bins everywhere 
and the best — God of War, Grand Theft 
Auto: San Andreas, and dozens of sports, 
racing, role-playing and fighting options — 
offer something even better than bleeding 
edge graphics and sound: fun. 


There are about 900,000 words in the 
English language. If you were going to 
semi-randomly match a pair just to 
activate a hardcore gamer’s love of 
military, high-tech, futuristic, conspiracy, 
sci-fi, dismemberment and nostalgia 
themes, you could do a lot worse than... 
Bionic Commando! Due sometime in 
2008, who cares what It’s about — 

it sounds frakkin’ σΟΟΟΟΟΟΟΟΙ! Now pass 
the Jolt Cola, and get out of my La-Z-Boy 
— |’ve got work to play... 
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the Reel Choice 


for DVD 


Superbad 


Jonah Hill, Michael Gera and newcomer 
Christopher Mintz-Plasse play a trio of 
suburban losers desperate to score on 

their final night as high-schoolers in this 

hilariously raunchy coming-olage 
comedy from screenwriters Seth Rogen 
and Evan Goldberg. Fiendishly vulgar and 
endearingly sincere at the same time, it's 
destined to be a cult classic, In short, 
were MeLovin' il 
Awaiible Oecember 4 
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PIRATES «: 
ARIBBEAN 


AT WORLDS ENB 
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Disney's epic pirate-adventure tnlogy 
draws to a grand close with the action- 
packed Af boris End. With Captain Jack 
(Johnny Depp) lost in the netherworld, 
Will (Orlando Bloom), Elizabeth (Kiera 
Knightley) and the crew of the Black Peari 
Sél sail to rescue him and rid the seas of 
the villainous Davy Jones (Bill Nighy). 
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GO HOME WITH PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN, HARRY POTTER 
OR THE SIMPSONS | BY MARNI WEISZ 


DECEMBER 4 ($45/2-disc set) 
Alternately adorable and incredibly 
annoying, high school friends Evan 
(Michael Cera), Seth (Jonah Hill) and 
Fogell (Christopher Mintz-Plasse) have one 
goal — arrive at the year-end party with the 
booze. The problem is they’re all underage, 
so they have to come up with a scheme. 

While Fogell’s ridiculously bogus fake ID 
seems to actually work at the liquor store, 
he witnesses a robbery there and ends up 
spending most of the night partying with the 
two cops (the film’s writer Seth Rogen and 
Saturday Night Live's Bill Hader) who 
answered the call. 


THE NANNY DIARIES 
STARS: 
DIRECTORS: 


STORY: Why would a sensitive and 
intelligent nanny (Johansson) keep a job 


Meanwhile, best friends Evan and Seth 
find themselves trying to steal the booze 
from another, less hospitable, party, all the 
while testing their friendship in ways they’d 
never imagined. 

All in all a crude, scatological comedy 
that also has a hefty amount of heart thanks 
to its three misfit leading men. 

A two-disc, unrated, extended edition 
DVD continues the vulgarity with additional 
footage too raunchy for theatres, “Line-o- 
rama,” which is a running list of obscenities, 
“Everyone Hates Michael Cera,” a faux 
featurette in which everyone pounces on the 
terminally likeable Canadian actor, audition 
tapes, a gag reel and commentary tracks. 


where she’s abused, belittled and ignored 
by her employers (Linney, Paul Giamatti)? 
Because she’s grown to love the little tyke 
(Nicholas Art) in her charge and fears for 
his emotional health should she leave. 
DVD EXTRAS: deleted scenes, gag reel, 
“Confessions from the Original Nannies: 
The Authors of the Bestselling Book” 
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PIRATES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD’S END 
STARS: 


DIRECTOR: 


STORY: The trilogy concludes with the long 
and complicated rescue of Captain Jack 
(Depp) from Davy Jones’ Locker, a pirate 
summit at Shipwreck City and an ultimate 
showdown with the power-hungry 

Cutler Beckett (Tom Hollander), who 
aims to bring the pirating way of life 

to an end forever. 

DVD EXTRAS: 2-disc set includes bloopers, 
behind-the-scenes documentary, “Anatomy 
of a Scene: The Maelstrom,” “The Tale of 
Multiple Jacks” 


HARRY POTTER AND 
THE ORDER OF THE 
PHOENIX 

STARS: 


DIRECTOR: 


STORY: Why oh why won’t anyone believe 
Harry when he warns that Voldemort has 
returned? Could it be because the new 
Defence Against the Dark Arts teacher 
Dolores Umbridge (Staunton) — the one 
who should be teaching the kids how to 
protect themselves — Is really working 

for the dark side? 

DVD EXTRAS: 2-disc set includes 17 minutes 
of additional footage, an A&E documentary, 
“Harry Potter: The Magic of Editing” 


THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM 

STARS: 

DIRECTOR: 

STORY: The third Bourne movie picks up 
where the second left off, in Moscow, just 
after Jason Bourne (Damon) has told a 
Russian girl he killed her parents. Ouch. 
From there it’s a breakneck chase through 
a whack of European capitals as the CIA 
tries to catch the rogue agent before his 
memory returns. 


HALLOWEEN 

STARS: 

DIRECTOR: 

STORY: In this remake of the seminal 1978 
horror, wee Michael Myers once again tires 
of being bullied by his no-good mom and 


her awful boyfriend, so he snaps, killing 
everyone in sight except for his baby sister, 
Laurie. After 15 years in an institution, 
Myers (Mane) escapes and heads for home. 


= DIRECTOR: 


STORY: This modern take 
on the musical (cut down 
on the corny; make breaking into song 
more realistic) follows an Irish street 
musician (Hansard) and the girl (Irglova) 
who convinces him to take his tunes into 
the recording studio. 

DVD EXTRAS: director and actor 
commentaries, “Making a Modern Day 
Musical,” webisodes 


cx sss THE SIMPSONS 
WIE MOVIE 

"ἢ VOICES: 

! 

DIRECTOR: 


STORY: Despite being 
ordered not to throw any more garbage Into 
grotesquely polluted Lake Springfield, 
Homer dumps his pet pig’s poop in the 
bog, setting off an environmental disaster 
that forces the government to cover all of 
Springfield with a plastic dome. 

DVD EXTRAS: “Springfield News,” “Sausage 
Truck,” “Emperor Moe,” alternate ending 


STARDUST 

STARS: 

DIRECTOR: 

STORY: Love-struck Tristan (Cox) tries to 
win his beloved’s heart by travelling to the 
forbidden land of Stormhold to retrieve a 
fallen star for her. But when he gets to the 
crater, instead of a meteorite he finds that 
it was a beautiful girl named Yvaine (Danes) 
whom he saw streaking across the sky. 


RUSH HOUR 3 

STARS: 

DIRECTOR: 

STORY: Chief Inspector Lee (Chan) is 
working security detail for his old friend 
Ambassador Han when someone tries to 
kill the latter. So Lee partners with his 
detective buddy James Carter (Tucker) to 
track down the would-be assassin, an 
investigation that takes them all the way to 
Paris to battle the notorious Triads. 
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Harry and co.’s fifth year at Hogwarts 
begins under a dark cloud in the latest 
adaptation of J.K. Rowling's beloved 
young-wizard saga. 


As the forces of evil gather in secret, 
Harry (Daniel Radclitfe), Ron (Rupert 
Grint) and Hermione (Emma Watson) 
endure a malicious new instructor 
(Imelda Staunton) and discover the 
secrets of the shadowy Order of the 
Phoenix. 


Matt Damon reprises his role as 
amnesiac Superspy Jason Boume in the 
third (and presumably tinal) chapter in 
the gripping action-thnill franchise. Still 
wanted by the CIA, Bourne brings his 
quest to recover his identity home to the 
US for the first time, setting the stage for 
KNOCKOUT fight Scenes and cloak-and- 
cagger intrigue galore. 
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HOROSCOPE | BY DAN LIEBMAN 


Sagittarius 

rr 22}. December 22 
Your powers of persuasion are most 
effective after the 11th. Continue to focus 
on health and fitness — you’ll see results 
by the 31st. Research skills prove handy 
as you begin a project that involves 
investigation. 


Happy 35th, Jude Law 


December 23 »< January 20 
December Is ideal for getting things off 
your chest and unloading all of the 
emotional baggage that you’ve been 
carting around all year. Co-workers 
seem laidback but remain competitive. 
Recent journal entries prove valuable. 
Avoid getting caught between 

feuding friends. 


Aquarius 

oe 21 >< February 19 

It seems as though everything requires 
more effort. You work harder to make a 
point, find a gift, or satisfy your boss. But 
your diligence pays off handsomely. 


Remain conscientious about health 
matters and seek out the best advice and 
latest information. 


Pisces 

February 20 >< March 20 

A new relationship continues to gain 
ground, but don’t coast. Look for ways to 
keep things fresh and spontaneous. The 
month has an overall sentimental flavour. 
Express yourself through photography, 
poetry or — appropriate for Pisces — 
water colours. 


Aries 

March 21 >< April 20 

An impatient streak surfaces just before 
the holidays, but don’t force answers from 
anyone. People move from curious to nosy, 
and it’s time to set up barriers. A new 
interest or professional course takes 

an interesting turn and leads to 
self-discovery. 


Taurus 

April 21 May 22 

Listen to all sides before making an 
announcement that can affect personal or 
working relationships. This is a wrap-up 
month in various ways. You finish a project 
and receive overdue recognition. It’s also 
an ideal time to prop up a sagging 
friendship. 


Gemini 

May 23 >< June 21 

This month is about making choices 
involving career (which path to take) and 
travel (solo or with partner). Avoid 
impulses to re-gift, or return, a present. 
Your quick wit and charm make the 
holidays brighter for someone you’re just 
getting to know. 


Cancer 
June 22 >< July 22 
Seek consensus before making any 


DECEMBER 


ist: Bette Midler 


(2): Jennifer Connelly 


decision involving the holidays. Surprise 
visitors prove an unexpected blessing. 

It’s a good time to turn a concept Into a 
reality, especially if it involves marketing. 
Self-confidence is on the rise as a new year 
is about to begin. 


Leo 

July 23 >< August 22 

Partnership is the current theme. It’s a 
good month to pool ideas, collaborate 
on a creative project, and share holiday- 
related chores. Be alert for career 
opportunities that pop up after the 9th. 
Your longstanding belief in an underdog 
pays off by the 31st. 


Virgo 

pt 23 >< September 22 

The new moon of the 9th marks the start of 
a period of generosity from those dearest to 
you. It’s a good time to show off your 
craftsmanship, taking a favourite hobby to 
a new — and potentially profitable — level. 
If thinking about any kind of makeover, 
wait till 2008. 


Libra 


September 23 »< October 22 
Whether you’ve been worrying about 
friends or putting in extra hours at work, 
it’s time to catch your breath and do 
something strictly for yourself. It’s also an 
ideal month to assess your role in a group 
arrangement and make “less is more” your 
new motto. 


Scorpio 

October B November 21 

After taking charge for so long, you move to 
the back seat and gratefully let others 
make the big decisions. This is your month 
to nurture people. Expect to devote a fair 
bit of time to a cause that means a lot to 
you. If you go about it the right way, a 
relative can be coaxed into sharing 
financial obligations. 


23rd: Eddie Vedder 


Sha bid git 


After 18 Emmy® nominated seasons of 

outlandish satire and inspired lunacy, the 

Simpsons finally make their long-awaited 
cinematic debut. 


Somehow managing to wp the ante for 
the big screen, The Simpsans Movie 
sends America’s favourite dysfunctional 
family on a riotous adventure to save 
their hometown from an ecological 
disaster. 


We guarantee you'll be quoting lines from 
this for months to come. 


(3th: Jamie Foxx 

(4th: Patty Duke 

‘5th: Adam Brody 

(6th: Liv Ullmann 

(7th: Bill Pullman 

(8th: Brad Pitt 

{St Jake Gyllenhaal 
20th: Jonah Hill 

)\st: Kiefer Sutherland 
22n¢: Ralph Fiennes 


dnd: Nelly Furtado 
4rd: Brendan Fraser 
‘ti; Marisa Tome 


24th: Ricky Martin 

25th: Sissy Spacek 

6th: Jared Leto 

2)th: Gérard Depardieu 
23th: Denzel Washington 
25th: Jude Law 

30th: Tracey Ullman 

jist: Bebe Neuwirth 
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oti: Frankie Muniz 

ot: Tom Hulce 

it: Ellen Burstyn 

dt: Kim Basinger 

3th: Felicity Huffman 
‘0th: Kenneth Branagh 
‘\th: Teri Garr 
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The Hit of 
the Season. 
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Load up your Cineplex Entertainment gift card with a minimum $30 
and get up to $70 in extra value coupons! 


Buy yours now at theatres or at Cineplex.com 
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Whatever you buy, everyday... 


Only Scotiabank gives you SCENE ScotiaCara™” and SCENE 
VISA’ card — the cards that give you tree movies and more. Fast. 


Sign up today at scene.ca 


SCENE VISA cardholders will receive points for credit purchases made with 
their SCENE VISA card at any VISA, acceptance αν. SCENE Points can 


only be redeemed at par i | Entertainment Theatres. Visit 
Pest igh mel} for other points offered (or rewards) and complete details, Same 
conditions and restrictions apply. 


™ SCENE is ἃ trademark of Scene LP ™* Trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia, 
4" 


Trademark of The Bank of Neva Scotia. @ Cineplex Enertainment 
UP on vsed under Bicense. " WIS Int fic. over The Bank of Nowa Sootes. 
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The limited-edition 
_ Star Wars Battletront Entertainment Pack. 
with Blolaia Vader silk-screened PSP. 
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Includes the all-new Star Wars Battlefront: Renegade Squadron” 


ye STAR WARS 0 ee 
we SATILEFRU. ΒΕ 
LUCASARTS. ASSEOR oS SQUADRON PlayStation-Portable 7 


©2007 Sony Computer Entertainment America Inc. “PlayStation” “PSP” and the “PS” Family logo are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. LucasArts and the LucasArts logo are registered trademarks of Lucasfilm Ltd. Star Wars Battlefront is a trademark of Lucasfilm Entertainment 
Company Ltd. ©2004-2007 Lucasfilm Entertainment Company Ltd. or Lucasfilm Ltd. & ® or ™ as indicated. All rights reserved. 


Jeep, vehicles have always been about wide-open 
freedom. Now, the all-new 2008 Jeep Liberty elevates 
this exhilaration with the revolutionary new industry-first 
available Sky Slider™ roof. Open it front to back, back 
to front or any position in between and you’re ready to 
enjoy the great outdoors like never before. Put your foot 
down and feel the quiet power of a standard 3.7L V6. 
Savour the responsive handling of an enhanced Short/Long 
Arm (SLA) independent front suspension, new five-link 


rear suspension and power-assisted rack and pinion 


The Sky’s No Longer The Limit 


steering — all specially tuned to deliver the perfect balance 
of on-road smoothness and off-road confidence. And with 
the advanced technology of an available MyGIG™ Multimedia 
Infotainment System with Navigation and 20GB hard drive, 
the ride there will be as much fun as the destination. 
Discover the rest of the lofty expectations fulfilled by the 
new Jeep Liberty at jeep.ca, then top it off by experiencing 
them in person at a Jeep retailer near you. 
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Have fun out there. Jeep 


*MSRP for 2008 Jeep Liberty Sport. MSRP for Jeep Liberty Limited shown: $34,320. Taxes, freight ($1300), insurance, registration, licence, retailer administration fees 
and new tire duties (in Quebec) not included. Retailers may sell for less. Pricing and/or freight may have changed since publication deadlines, please see your local 
Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge retailer for current pricing. Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler LLC, used under licence. 


